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'POISON VOICE' SUIKSl
. FOREST HILLS CLUB

|Lt,' *

Jlembers of Garden Players
1 Isald to Have 'Debauches'
» at Meetings.

'HINT FOLLOWS NOTES

Mysterious Plione Message
Tells Apartment Agent Not
'

'

to Permit Gathering.
. ,

PARTY PLANS UNCHANGED

^jriflteiirs Tuafraid of Undercitfaird^dAttark .fust Before
munMir < ll l routines.

-J-

Forest Hills, Queens, is beginning
to think' th.it V>niebody has started in
to slander the whole population. An
gnonymous nttaek on the Gardens

'the/^omrminlty ''dramatic society,came to light yesterday.
It is generally attributed to the

same source as the "poison pen" lettersassailing a young matron and a
man more than twice her age which
were distributed by the score a week
ago. Police detectives have been
called in arid residents asked to help
in unmafekibg their tmducers.
Bombardment of the Gardens Playersstarted on Wednesday. A man,

apparently trying to disguise his voice,
called up Guyon I<. C. Earle, agent
for the Gardens and Tennis place
apartments, who was In his New York
Office, 358 Fifth avenue.
"Do you know." said the squeaky

voice, "that those Forest Hills players
are going to have a Hallowe'en dance
next Monday night In the tea room
of the Tennis apartments, which you
control?"
"Yes." Mr. Karle answered. "I know

It. What about It?"
"Are you going to permit It?"
"Why. certainly. Why not?"

rail* rnrtiM Drbanchf*.
"Didn't you know What the character

of those people is? Don't you know
that their parties are debauches?"
Mr. Karle sai<i lie knew nothing ot

the kind: that in fact ho knew they
were not debauches. He asked the
accuser to give his name, but he
wouldn't.
"Then I can't talk to you." Mr. Earle

said. "I can't pay attention to persons
who say such things and then won't
givo their names."
"All right," the voice answered. "I

have defmite Information and If you
won't st9 this pnrty I'll circulate a
petition in the apartments to have It
stopped."
The \oice then uuit the wire unci Mr

_ Earle reported the conversation to
"Walter Hartwlg, moving spirit of the
Garden I'layers and former executive
director of the Drama League of Amer-
lea. The president of tile Players Is
Edward Swazev. the vice-president,
MJss Maude Marren; the treasurer.
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Misa Mary Taylor, and the correspond- 1
lug secretary. Mlsa Helen Hoefft. They
^had a meeting and Sir. Swazey sent a
letter to every member of the society.
"Party to Go On Jnst the Same."
After noting tho anonymous charge

that the Players hold "debauches," Mr.
tSsvazey wrote:

"It Is apparent that this Individual
either is of a fanatical turn of mind or
else lie is misinformed and ills activities
misdirected. Happily for the success of
the coming Halloween party Mr. Earle
finds himself eufflolently well Informed
.in to the character of our membership
and our parties to discount entirely such '

anonymous criticism and to take sucn j
steps as are proper to prevent unauthor- :
ized persons from approaching the re«l-
dents of the apartments with unfounded
representations. 1
"Through his courtesy and confidence '

we will be hble'to hold our party not- i
withstanding." . . . Unfortunately
this anonymous Influence may continue
to manifest itself, and it is the determl- ^
nation of the'executives of The Garderyj ^
Players to trace tho source or sources
of this unwarranted attack. I thcrefor-3
ask you, as a member of the Player.3, i
to report to me promptly whatever informationwill tend to identify th's
source so that proper action may be
taken."
All the Players are ready to exercise '

their dramatic talent as amateur detec- 1

tives but thus far they have not caught s
any one. ,Op Friday a report was heard
tnat a -tali and distinguished looking
man with aft English aocent had. called 1
on a woman In the Tennis place apart- 1
ments and started to reproach .he 5Players.
Mr. Swazgy hustled into action, but 1

the woman said the only stranger who 1
had rung her doorbell was an Armenian t
peddlef who gave no sign that he knew t
the Players existed. There also are re- 3
ports that certain residents have receivedpersonal letters warning them t
against the Players, and that the "pol- 1
son pen" is being used to attack other 1
persons in Potest Hills, but they are \
hot Verified. c
The Players were organized about 1

eight years ago. They glvo three sub- .

scrlption plays each eeason and a party 1
every now and then. They have about
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ITO members. They formerly had their
parties in the Masonic Hall, but were
Lold when they applied again that they
wouldn't have it because they left the
hall, which Is in. the basement of a

partly finished building, in "bad condition"the last time they held forth
there.
The elderly married man named in

.he "poteon pen" letters scattered
hrough he malls last Monday said on

f'Mday that he had reported the affair
:o the l'ost Office Inspectors and would
jive them letters he had received from
the blackmailers, who by telephone had
demanded $5,000 as the price of silence.
Phe chief clerk in the office of the
post Office inspectors of this district
<ald no complaint had b&n made so
tar as lie knew.
Some of the Forest Hills residents belevethat the blackmail threats were

merely pretense, ^tended to cloud the
dentlty of the letter writers.

POLICE HEADS DISMISS
MASONIC BURGLAR'S KIN

Patrolman Threatened After
Spree to Shoot Wife.

Patrolman Walter Metelskl. of the
Butler street station, half brother of
William Metelskl, known as the "JIaionicBurglar," who was shot and
tilled lost year by-, policemen, was'.disnissed.yesterday. Patrolman Metelskl,
.vho Is 24 years old and lives at 92
3eventh avepue, Brooklyn, went home
n the nigh* of last August 10, after lie
tad been drinking, and threatened to
ihoot his wife. He was arrested at
hat time and held In $5,000 bafl' t>y
Magistrate Eilperin.
The first charge against Metelskl is

hat on July 18 he failed to report
iromptly to operate a motor patrol and
eported sick an hour and twenty mlnitealate. The other three of the four
harges on which he was found guilty
lave to do with his getting drunk on
August 10, falling to take action
igainst the person who sold' hlni the
Irink and threatening his wife.
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Continued from First l'age.

made, the elaborations and the contra1dictions. Her neighbors are divided not
only as to the story but also as to the
woman's character. Therefore Mrs.
Gibson will remain more or le6s of^an
uncertainty, so far as the public is concerned.until more developments occur
and she tells her story fully and completelyIn a manner that can stand as

a record.
Mott has put tin} woman through a

sort of third degree, following her own

plan of cross examination. It was
learned to*day. When he questioned
her yest^xlay he purposely misconstruedsome of her answers and her
story, but every time he did so she
came back with a correction, so that
both Mott and Mason were convinced
beyond any doubt that she would make
an excellent witness and that the story
she tells would hold before a Jury.
However strong or -weak Mrs. Gibson's
story may be. It' and Mott's acceptance
of it. brought Timothy N. Pfelffer, the
tnui lawyer, and some of his assistants
to New Brunswick early to-day and
there was a conference at the Hall
homo this afternoon at which, it is understoodthe whole situation was gone
over In detail, with^Mr. Pfelffer furnlshingthe necestiary legal shadings
and lssuihg* Instructions.
Now if there was any one about the

outside of the Fraley. house, on the
porch or at one of the front windows
on uio nigni or vie muruer tnat person
would have seen almost beyond question
a woman on a mule In the roadway or in
the fields beyond. Though he might not
have seen the killing, as that took but
a minute or so, he would have seen the
woman on. a .mule. The question arises:
Did Mrs. Pralcy see Mrs. Gibson and
does her knowledge itsrce with Mrs.
Gibson's statement as to the time Mrs.
Gibson was in the neighborhood?
Before this Mr. Pfelffer had called at

the courthouse and asked first for the
State troopers and then for Mr. Mason.
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'S SHE WAS
MURDER FARM
He mw the latter and talked with hln
about ten minutes. He refused to sa;
why he had called when asked later
simply stating that his visit was "con
fldentlal." When he saw a reporte:
making her way to Mr. Mason. Mr
Pfelffer turned back and whimpered ti
the detective, who refused to say any
thing about Mr. Pfelffer's call.
But the Hall lawyer, on the othe:

hand talked with the newspaper mei
for more than an hour and was crosi
examined on all sorts of things ant
all phases of the case, particular atten
tlon being paid to that part of the storj
that might In the course of time, bi
related as on alibi for Mrs, Hall. Mr
Pfelffer told everything freely and
gave some Interesting new details. H<
admitted also that ho and his agent!
had been working on the case frorr
their own angles In an intense effor
to solve the mystery. At the cldse h<
said: "We have found absolutely noth'
ing. We are just as much at sea a:
anyone."

It Is therefore clear that while Mr
Mott on the one hand believes the case
In no longer a mystery. Mr. Pfelffer, representingMrs. Hall believes it is still ne
deep a mystery aa ever. The issue It
clearly drawn between the two,

Don't Deny Gibson Story, ,

Of the Gibson story as a whole Mr.
Pfelffer aald at the interview he gave
to-day: "It Is a very remarkable story,
and I want you to understand that we
do not question It or deny any part of
ii rAuejn mm. pnri wmca reyiies 10 Airs.
Hail. Neither I nor any one representingmo or Mrs. Hall has seen or attemptedto communicate with Mrs. Gibson,and we have no Intention of doing
so."
"Do you anticipate Mrs. Hall's Indictment?"was asked, and Mr. Pfelffer replied:"I do not, and 1 don't see how

that is possible unless some false testimonyis given." Later, answering anotherquestion, he said! "As an lndtBONW
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vldual and a* Mn. Haifa lawyer I believeMrs. Hall la entirely guiltless."
Mr. Pfelffer, answering questions,

J said that Mrs. Hall was already familiarwith a part of the Gibson statementand that he would acquaint her
with the remainder at once. She Is

ii not heading the newspapers, he said,
jr under his instructions. The newspapers

in the Hall hoqne are kept In Miss Sallle
- Peters's room.
r Ho added, however, that Mrs. Hall thor

.oughly appreciates the seriousness to her
» of Mrs. Gibson's story. She will not be
. seen by Interviewers despite the tensenessof the situation, because, as I'feifffer said, "she shuns notoriety." She has
t stated to him that she never received
8 any messages from Mrs. Addison Clarke
. or Ralph V. M. GorsUne or unj' one

else regarding rclatlona between Hall" and Mrs. Mills, nor did she receive fromf these people any letters that passed be8tween tho two,
Mre. Hall Didn't Sleep.

The moat Interesting part of Mr.
Pfelffer's Interview related to the incidentsof the Hall house on the day and
the evening of tho murder. Prefacing! this, Mr. Pfelffer answering a direct
question as to whether he could account
In detail for Mrs. Hall's movements on
tho evening of September 14, said he k
was not Interested much In corrobora-

» uvo statements.
"Mrs. Hall did not go to sleep at all,"

said Pfelffer. "It was the custom of
Mr. Hajl to come home fairly early. He
went to many meetings and was frequentlyout the evening, btit If ho was
to bo very late or was not coming home
at all he invariably told Mrs. Hall 111
advance.
"Ho said nothing about such thing on

the night In question. Mrs. Hall put Mr.
Hall's little niece to bed about 9 o'clock
and went to her own bed at about 10
o'clock. She did not go to Bleep. Mrs.
Hall and Mr. Hall occupied the same
room. She remained awake until 2:30
In the morning, very anxious.
"At that time she awakened her

brother William and tho two went to
jthe church, as has been told."
"Did she see or hear Barbara TougV.

when Barbara came In. as she said,
about 10 o'clock." !
"No, dq one saw Barbara as far as

I've found." This may have import-
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anoe, for Barbara wai said to hava
entered the house after spending her
day off.

t She heard no one anjd^the
house was entirely still.

Claire* Visit explained.
Mr. Pfelffer also related something Of

the visit of Mrs. Addison Clarke to the
Hall homo on the Thursday afternoon
He said Mrs. Clarke arrived with Miss
Marian Stokes to take a photograph
of the girl in her graduation dress. Mrs.
Hall wan in the kitchen, he said, and
Mrs. Clarke did enter the house.
"Yes, they were slone." said Pf.^ffer

laughing, "but the cook was In and out
of the kitchen, Mrs. Hall was putting
up pickles. Thejr had plenty of tUno to
talk. Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Clarke, an t
it Is this that has given rise to the
statement that Mrs. Clarko told Mrs.
Hall of the Relations of Hall and MVs.
Mills or gave her letters th4t Mrs.
Mills had written. However, she did
neither."
As to the events of the early evening,

Mr. Pfelffer tells the story substantially
hut with more detail than it has been
told before. He said:
"Louise Gelst was in one of the bed- V

rooms When the telephone rang between
half past six and seven. Mrs. Hall was on
the porch ftnd Mr. Hall was In the bathroom.Whon the bell rang a eecond
time, Louise answered It and a voice she

... «Vin«- Meo Mill. « «,1,^.1

for Mr. Hall.
"Mrs. Hall cams In from the porch and

Louise called to her: 'It's for Mr. Hall," .

and then Hall In the bathroom asked.
'Is that for me?' and being told the call
was for liim he said: 'I'll be there In a
minute.'
"He answered the telephone a minute

later, arul Louise heard yrhut ho eatd,
though sho could not hear what was
said on the other end. Hall mild :

" 'Yes. Yes. Yes. Oh, that's too bad.
I was going to. tlio church In a little
while.. Couldn't wo make arrangements
for a little later, about u quarter after 1

eight?'
Significance In tbc Time.

li
Pfelffer read this conversation from a

his own notebook. It has been related v
generally before. The time ho mentioned t
Is significant, as Mrs.. Mills was seen
Hearing tho end of the lSaston avenue
trolley at 8:20 that eventtig.
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Following this telephone conversation
Pletrrw said Hall spoke to Mrs. Hall,
tailing her he was going over to the
Wills home in relation to something
ibout the hospital bllL Then ho went
>ut.
Next Mr. Pfelffer was asked whether

Mrs. Hall still beMevea that the rector
lid not write the letters that have been
published as his. He said: "Neither
Hrs. Hall nor I have said that we did
ir did not believe Hall wrote those let:ers.When Mrs. Ilall was before the
prosecutor last she w*» shown what
purported to be a facsimile of the writngin the letters and asked If it was
Hall's and she replied that it was unloubtedlyvery similar to Mr. Hall's."
As to the whereabouts of Willie

Stevens. Mr., Pfelffer said:
"His alibi has been covered by the

newspapers pretty well. Ho was readingIn his own room that evening until
to fell asleep, and he was still asleep
R'hen his sister called him at 2 :80 In tli«
morning. Willie is of the type that
jould not hold anything back successfully,even If he wanted to, especially
f lio saw a crime committed. Tho monikersof the Stevens family tell tnc that
Willie haii a perfect horror of death or
lead persons." In conclusion Mr. Ffelf'ersaid: "I arh petting to bellove thut
.his cu« is unsolv&ble."

Doubts Mrs. Glbaon'a Story.
Mr. Pfeiffer said that the Impression

te had obtained from talking to newsjapermen and others was that Mrs.
ilbson's statement did not stand up
,-ery well. Me had interviewed Gorsline
it lengtli four weeks ago, "before Mr.
lorsllne became such an important witlessIn tlilB case.'.' Mr. Pfeiffer would
lot explain this remark beyond saying
hat lie had no reason to bellevo O.orsline
arried any messages to Mrs. Hall.
Speaking of his own Investigation
^eiffer said It had developed no clue
ir information that was worth while,
hough it had been carried on seduously.As soon as lie found anything of
mportance he insisted he would take it
,t once to the prosecution. When he
yas asked whether he was convinced of
ho truth of tho statements GorsUne
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